






Historic Gloucester 

Two Early Reeves of Gloucester 
Township: Honore and Alexandre 
Robillard 

by Robert Serre 

Alexandre and Honore, also known as 
Alexander and Henry, were two sons of An-
toine Robillard, who married Emilie Lauriot 
in Terrebonne near Montreal on 4 October 
1819. Antoine was a stonecutter, and he was 
hired to work on the Rideau Canal. Construc-
tion of the canal began in 1826, and after it 
was opened in 1832, Antoine decided to set-
tle in Bytown. He brought Emilie and their 
first children from Montreal, and eventually 
he became a prominent contractor and prop-
erty owner in Lower Town. His residence 
there was a frame house on the south side of 
Clarence street, between Sussex and Cumber-
land. 

Antoine Robillard's name first ap-
peared in the assessment rolls of Gloucester 
Township in 1839 (lot 23), and when the 
1861 Census was taken, he was living at the 
Quarries, in a stone house, with Emilie and 
three of their children. Antoine retired from 
active business soon after that. 

Antoine Robillard died in January 
1884, and Emilie died in December of 1893, 
but their sons Honore and Alexandre contin-
ued the family's operations at the Gloucester 
Quarries. Later on, Honore's son Bruno took 
over the business, and three of Bruno's sons 
(Matthew, John and Henry) maintained the 
family tradition at the Quarries well into the 
twentieth century. 

Three sons of Antoine and Emilie be-
came prominent citizens in their own right. 
Adolphe, born in Lower Canada around 
1836, married Sophia Cross in April 1868 in 
Ottawa's Notre Dame church. Sophia was the 
daughter of Andrew Cross and Elizabeth 
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Photo: Honore Robillard (Library and 
Archives Canada, C26338) 

Goodwin. Adolphe was a well-known physi-
cian in Ottawa. 

Honore Robillard was born in January 
1835 in Saint-Eustache. He attended St. Jo-
seph's College, later the University of Ot-
tawa, in Bytown. At the age of 17, he left 
Canada to catch a glimpse of the outside 
world, working in gold mines in Australia, 
and visiting other countries before returning 
to Canada in 1858. As Rose explains in the 
1886 edition of A Cyclopaedia of Canadian 
Biography, Honore "purchased one of the 
farms belonging to his father, on which was a 
lime stone quarry, and this he commenced to 
operate ( ... ) as the Gloucester Quarry and 
Lime Works." In February 1860, he married 
Philomene Barrette, the daughter of Pierre 
Barrette and Flavie Robin, in Ottawa's Notre 
Dame church, amnd they had at least nine 
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children, named Hortense, Albertine, Rodrigue, Marie-Louise, Cécilia, Bruno, Antoinette, Corinne and Blanche.  Honoré entered politics as a Conservative, becoming Reeve of Gloucester Township in 1873.  He was elected Member of Parliament for the provincial riding of Russell in 1883, and Member of Parliament for the federal riding of Ottawa in 1887 and again in 1891.  His wife Philomène was only


















