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Contribute to 
Blossom Park 
History

ÅShare a story, share a picture

ÅContact us at english@gloucesterhistory.com

mailto:english@gloucesterhistory.com


2021 Map

ÅGreater Blossom Park area in 
Blue

ÅBounded by Hunt Club Road in 
the north, Conroy Road in the 
east, Davidson Side Road/Lester 
Road in the south, Trillium Line 
in the west

Å1911 Blossom Park subdivision 
in Rose

ÅSawmill Creek Pool ςRed Star



Sub-
Neighbourhoods

Å 1 ςUpper Hunt Club

Å 2 ςAthans Park

Å 3 ςBernard Court

Å 4 ςVictoria Heights

Å 5 ςQuail Ridge

Å 6 ςDeerfield Village

Å 7 ςQueensdale Village

Å 8 ςGates of Albion

Å 9 ςRebner Subdivision/Albion Heights



Sub-neighbourhoods

Å10 ςColgate Subdivision

Å11 ςEmerald Woods

Å12 ςTimbermill

Å13 ςWedgewood Court

Å14 ςHunt Club Ridge/Pimlico Place/Surrey 
Place

Å15 ςIǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘκ.ǊƛŘƭŜ tŀǘƘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜǎ

Å16 ςBlossom Park Garden Homes

Å17 ςwŀǾŜƴΩǎ aŜŀŘƻǿ

Å18 ςSawmill Creek Housing Co-op

Å19 ςCoopérativeŘΩIŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴLafontaine 
Inc.



Sub-neighbourhoods
20 ςWoodglen Chase

21 ςWyngate

22 ςSawmill Creek Estates

23 ςBirch Meadows

24 ςThe Atriums

25 ςGrandview Heights

26 ςAthans Court

27 ςAladdin Village/Aladdin Villas

28 ςBlossom Court

29 ςThe Clusters

30 ςGothwood Place

31 ςMcLean Co-op



Bytown & 
Prescott Railway

ÅWestern boundary of Blossom Park

ÅhǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нрΣ мурп

Å Ran from Prescott to Lower Town, Bytown via New 
Edinburgh

Å Renamed Ottawa & Prescott Railway in 1855

ÅWent bankrupt in 1866

Å Taken over by Canadian Pacific Railway in 1884

Å Blossom Park is mid way between former Ellwood Station 
(south of Walkley Road) and Gloucester Station (High Road)

Å CPR abandoned the line at Leitrim Road and points south in 
1998

Å Trillium Line extension under construction in 2023



1863 Walling 
Map 

ÅBlossom Park area in blue

ÅConcession 4, Lots 6 to 10 
Rideau Front

ÅEast Half, Concession 3, Lots 6 to 
10 Rideau Front 



1879 Belden Map ςBlossom Park Area

Concession 4 Rideau 
Front

Lot 6 ςJames Sieveright, 
James Moxley

Lot 7 ςJames and Robert 
Eccles, James Spratt

Lot 8 ςLeonard Wood, 
John Halfpenny 
(Halpenny) Estate 

Lot 9 ςThomas Cullen 
(Blossom Park 
subdivision), Birne, 
Edward Burke

Lot 10 ςMr. Renaud

Concession 3 Rideau Front

Lot 6 ς Albert B. Wood, P 
Kinmond, Nathaniel 
Henderson

Lot 7 ς John Tomkins

Lot 8 ς Michael Brady

Lot 9 ς Samuel Boyd

Lot 10 ς Thomas Reynolds



James Sieveright 
(1812-1890)

Å Emigrated from Aberdeenshire, Scotland in 
1834 with his parents and all his siblings 
except his eldest brother.

ÅDƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ wŜŜǾŜ ƛƴ мурл ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
clerk prior to that.

Å He was a captain in the militia and a justice of 
the peace.

ÅIƛǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ Ψaƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ±ƛŜǿΩ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
just west of the street that honours his 
memory, SieverightRoad.   The name is 
derived from views of the Eardley Escarpment 
from this location.

Å He left no heirs and as a result, his property 
was subdivided into 5 acre park lots, with the 
name Iberville Townsite on March 1, 1893, 
Plan 141



.ŀƴƪ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ά¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅέ
ÅPrevious names include Bytown & Prescott Carriage Road, Prescott 

Road, Ottawa & Gloucester Road, Metcalfe Road, Metcalfe Highway, 
YƛƴƎΩǎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ омΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ wƻŀŘ урΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ wƻŀŘ омΦ

ÅOriginally was not the main road southward from Billings Bridge.  This 
was the former BowesvilleRoad (now partly Riverside Drive)

ÅThere was swampland south of Billings Bridge, and both north and 
south of Blossom Park

ÅCurrent route established on August 16, 1844, By-Law 19, Dalhousie 
District Council.

ÅRoad macadamized by Ottawa and Gloucester Road Company 
between 1874 and 1876.  

ÅToll Road from 1876 until 1920.  Toll Gates at Billings Bridge, Conroy 
Road and Greely.  Paved in 1923.

ÅYƛƴƎΩǎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ом ŦǊƻƳ мфос ǳƴǘƛƭ  мффт 

ÅOld Corduroy Road unearthed during 1950s and 1960s improvements

ÅBank Street was widened to 4 lanes in 1957 and curves were banked 
at that time.  Heavy equipment sank into muck  at the Celery Farm.  
School children highway crossing immediately became a concern.

ÅStreet lighting, sidewalks and left turn lanes were added in 1992.

ÅWas not named Bank Street until after 2001 amalgamation



Bank Street during 
Different Eras

Å1992 Reconstruction looking north near St. 
Bernard Street (right)

Å1957 just prior to Highway widening, looking 
north from near RosebellaAvenue (left)

Å1957 Photo ςRear - Beverley Clark pushing 
carriage carrying baby Tracey Clark, Michael 
/ƭŀǊƪΣ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ /ǊŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ ό¢ǊŀŎŜȅΩǎ ƎƻŘƳƻǘƘŜǊύΣ 
Front ς[ƛƴŘǎŀȅ /ƭŀǊƪΣ WŜŀƴ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴ όaƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
godmother), Julie Clark



Other Major Roads 
(Street signs in old Gloucester colours)

ÅConroy Road

ÅNamed for the family of John Conroy who owned land south of Hunt Club Road 

ÅThis was the 5th Concession, Rideau Front

ÅAlbion Road

ÅNamed in 1951 when the airport was being expanded

ÅThe road was improved to make it passable through the wetlands south of Lester 
Road to replace BowesvilleRoad which was being cut by the airport expansion

ÅPrevious names included Research Road, Long Swamp Road, 4th Concession 
(Rideau Front)

ÅWas a subject to a major controversy between 2004 and 2007 when the Lester 
Road intersection was closed to through traffic.  This pitted neighbours, 
communities and even city councillors against each other.  See the end of this 
presentation for just a few of the many news stories on this issue including a letter 
to the editor from my own sister-in-law.

ÅΨ!ƭōƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘŀƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǎŜƭŘƻƳƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƘƛǘŜΩ /ƭƛŦŦǎ ƻŦ 5ƻǾŜǊΦ



Other Major Roads
ÅDavidson Side Road

ÅNamed for former landowner Andrew Edgar Davidson. 

ÅLester Road

ÅNamed for the family of Edgar & Viola Lester who owned 
land immediately south of Lester Road

ÅThe road did not exist until after World War II when it was 
built in order to facilitate the subdivision of the Lester 
farm.

ÅAirport extension opened on November 8, 1993

ÅHunt Club Road

ÅWas a dead end street east of Albion Road until 1986.

ÅThere was an impassible right of way that was likely used 
by buggies in the old days that had fallen into disuse.

ÅNamed for the Hunt Club and Golf Course.



²ƻƻŘΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ

Å²ƻƻŘΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
with the oldest tombstone, Charles Kinmond 
dating to 1859. 

Å Served mainly the Anglican and Presbyterian 
communities

ÅDeeded to the Anglican Church in 1881 by 
Leonard Wood.

ÅSome burials were moved here from St. James 
Anglican Church Leitrim around World War I

ÅThe cemetery was full in the 1920s.  In 1946, 
the John Goth farm east of Bank Street was 
considered for a cemetery expansion named 
ElmdaleCemetery.  An option was then taken 
out in early 1948 for the east half of the 
Blossom Park subdivision but the option 
lapsed.

ÅSeverely damaged in 2022 Derecho storm



St. Bernard 
Catholic Cemetery

ÅLocated on Albion Road at 5Ω!ƻǳǎǘAvenue 

ÅThe cemetery originally served St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church, Billings Bridge

Å The cemetery was purchased on July 14, 
1897 from James Spratt and wife.

ÅThe cemetery was in a state of neglect in 
1957.

ÅSince the founding of St. Bernard Roman 
Catholic Church on St. Bernard Street, this 
church is now responsible for this 
cemetery.



Jewish Memorial 
Gardens

Å WŜǿƛǎƘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
since 1907

Å ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
community leaders can be found here.  

Å For example, A.J. Frieman, founder of CǊƛŜƳŀƴΩǎDepartment Store, 
/ŀǎǇŀǊ /ŀǇƭŀƴΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀǇƭŀƴΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ {ǘƻǊŜΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aƛǊǎƪȅ 
of Pure Spring soft drink fame.  

Å Portions of the cemetery were acquired from John Howard Spratt 
on June 13, 1907by the Hebrew Brethren of Ottawa and on June 7, 
1913by the Murray Street Synagogue. 

Å Further property was acquired from Myer Stein and David 
Henderson in 1942 and 1943, likely at the north end of the 
cemetery, which was last section of the cemetery opened for 
burials.

Å Major improvements were made in 2015-2016  including new 
security fences, tree removal, a new parking lot  (parking used to 
along the highway) and areas for reflection.

Å Holocaust Memorial pictured at right 



Henderson House, 
3560 Albion Road

ÅNathaniel Henderson acquired property 
at Bank Street and Albion Road in 1898.  
He rented the property for many years 
before this from the Kinmond family.

ÅPicture of the older Henderson house is 
from 1944

ÅThe house is still present

ÅThe newer Henderson house dates to 
1946-47 is also on the west side of 
Albion Road.



Leonard Wood/John 
Goth House

ÅPioneer brick house dated to before 
1861 

ÅWas an Inn during the horse and buggy 
era

ÅBarn destroyed by fire on June 30, 1958

ÅThe house was gutted by fire caused by 
arsonists around 1970 and then 
demolished

ÅNow the site of Quail Ridge 

ÅUpper Photo ςArt Clark, Lower Photo ς
Warren Clark



Boyd House and 
Family, 3960 Albion 
Road 

ÅSamuel Boyd purchased the property in 1883 
and had previously been owned by Thomas 
McKay of New Edinburgh.  

ÅThe original house (upper left) was destroyed 
by fire.

Å Last parts of farm were sold by the Boyd 
family to the National Capital Commission in 
1958-1959 and became the Greenbelt Riding 
School.

ÅSamuel Boyd family (Back ςPotter, Kate, 
Maud, Bower; Front ςEthyl, Edna, Russell, 
Ella)



Blossom Park 
Subdivision

Å Anne Cullen (widow of Thomas Cullen 1835-1889) sold the property to RudolpheChevrierin 1910.  
Helen Cullen (mother of Thomas) and her father, William Kavanagh were the original owners of the 
property.   

Å Rudolphefounded the Bytown & Suburb Land Company Ltd., which subdivided Blossom Park

Å Subdivision Plan 326 was registered on November 6, 1911.

Å Named for a 19th century apple orchard, a few old apple trees were still on site in the 1960s (KFC 
property).

Å Blossom Park had little to offer in 1911.  Remote rural location. Narrow gravel road to the city was 
not improved until 1923.  Hydro was not extended to the area until 1929.  Telephone service had 
arrived in 1907. 

Å Unsold portions of subdivision were sold for auction in 1921, which the Township of Gloucester 
purchased.  Further lots lost for tax arrears were also purchased by the township in 1923

Å Only one tar paper house was built in the early days, on Kingsdale just east of Bank Street and was 
owned by Hormidas& Cordelia Racine, whose son was a co-owner of Racine, Robert and Gauthier 
Funeral Directors.  The house was sold to John (Jack) and LearaParker in 1956, who are buried in 
²ƻƻŘΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ

First  July 28,  1911 Ad

Hormidas Racine

1912 Ad



Blossom Park 
Roads

ÅOriginal subdivision street names were 
Rosebella, Central, and Lawrence.  The 
cross streets were all numbered.

ÅCentral was renamed Kingsdale in 
1956 and Lawrence was renamed 
Queensdalein 1957 

ÅCross-streets built include 1st, 3rd, 6th

and 8th streets.  An allowance has 
existed for 10th Street for many years
but the street was never built. 

ÅThird Street was renamed Mavis on 
November 15, 1976. 



1913 Map



Ottawa & Morrisburg 
Electric Railway
ÅThe first survey occurred in 1881 

ÅProposals had varied routes over the years

ÅIt became a proposed electric railway in 1908

ÅA direct route between Ottawa and Morrisburg was 
proposed in 1910.  Parts of the rail line were to be 
adjacent to Bank Street

ÅGround breakingon August 21, 1913at the Potvin 
farm near the old Sieveright farm.

ÅSeveral kilometres of rail bed were built south to 
Leitrim and beyond. 

ÅThe project fizzled out during World War I, and rail 
was never laid.  Rail bed was reclaimed by farmers.



{ǇǊŀǘǘΩǎ {ŀƴŘ tƛǘ

Å¢ƘŜ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳΩǎ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ Lƴƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
early sand pit.

Å The current site of Upper Hunt Club was a sandpit known 
ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ {ǇǊŀǘǘΩǎ {ŀƴŘ tƛǘΦ  

Å The Greater Ottawa Stone & Concrete Limited acquired 
the property in 1914-1915.  

Å The pit remained in operation until the 1960s when sand 
was exhausted

Å The entrance into the pit was located off of Sieveright
Road just east of Bank Street, where there was a little 
office and a weigh scale used by trucks leaving the pit.

Å Two similar views.  The upper photo from April 1976 
ǎƘƻǿǎ {ǇǊŀǘǘΩǎ tƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ¦ǇǇŜǊ Iǳƴǘ 
Club.  Both show Strathmore Towers in the distance, with 
only the first tower completed in 1976.



/ƻƴǊƻȅ ό.ŀǊǊŜǘǘΩǎύ tƛǘ

Å George W. Barrett received the property in 1902 as a result ofa legal dispute within the Moxley family, the previous 
owners.

Å !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƴŘ Ǉƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǇǊŀǘǘΩǎ Ǉƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ aǊΦ .ŀǊǊŜǘǘΣ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜƛǘǊƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ
мфслǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴōŜƭǘ ƛƴ мфсрΦ   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀƴŘ CŀǊƳΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊŜǘǘ  ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

Å ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻŀŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ ŘƻƎ ƪŜƴƴŜƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
the one remaining house just south of the Conroy Dog Park on Conroy Road. 

Å Once the pit was abandoned, a large spring fed pond developed in the base of the pit, which was eventually drained away 
to the north towards the future Hunt Club Road. 

Å The hill on the west side of the pit has been used for tobogganing since the 1960s. There had been a parking lot in the pit 
near the toboggan hill until it became a popular dog park.

Å In 1979, it was the proposed new site for the Central Canada Exhibition

Å It gradually became a popular off-leash dog park starting in the 1990s. 

Å Devastated by May 21, 2022storm, but now re-opened

Å ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘǇƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊƪ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ  aƛƪŜ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ŘǳƴŜ-buggy built at 
Gloucester High School during the early 1970s.  

Å ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ Ǉƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ΨǇƛǘΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ



May 21, 2022Derecho 
Arrival in Blossom Park

ÅFilm clip courtesy of Kevin Glassford

ÅShows the arrival of the storm

ÅBridle Path Drive is the street in the clip

ÅClip link 

http://www.gloucesterhistory.com/Kevin%20Glassford.mp4


Conroy Pit 
Derecho 
Devastation ς
May 21, 2022



Spratt/Conroy Pit Drain

ÅBoth pits were spring fed and a deep ditch was used 
to drain water northward towards present day Hunt 
Club Road, which was then a wetland.  Hunt Club was 
a dead end east of Albion Road until it was extended 
to Conroy Road in 1986.

ÅNote that a ridge existed on the north side of the 
Spratt pit that was eliminated when the Upper Hunt 
Club subdivision was built starting in the summer of 
1993.

ÅThe drain pictured here was located approximately 
where Sable Ridge Drive runs north towards Hunt 
Club Road. 



Sand Pits in the 1977

ÅThe north side of the Spratt pit featured a ridge and a fabulous 
hardwood forest with thousands of Trilliums in the spring.  (centreand 
right photos)  This was replaced by the Upper Hunt Club subdivision.

ÅThe left photo shows the south slope of the toboggan slide, still 
present.  The toboggan slide was to the right of this picture.



IŜŀŦŜȅΩǎSand Pit



Blossom Park in 1945

ÅBlossom Park had not been used for 
agriculture since at least 1910 and had 
returned to forest

ÅOnly development is the Metcalfe Road 
Research Station (bottom left)

ÅSome Neighbouring farmland was also 
abandoned and re-forested.  Most of 
the local farmland was poor quality, 
either infertile sand or poorly drained 
swampland.



Celery Hearts 
ÅBank Street and Davidson Side Road 

on the northeast side of the 
intersection.  See Green area

ÅA Celery farm, black muck soil 
surrounded with drainage ditches

ÅLand severed in 1927 by Carl (Charles) 
P. Stewart. Previously owned by the 
Backes family since 1888

ÅSold to Saul Torontowin 1941-1942 
who died under mysterious 
circumstances (later confirmed as 
suicide) on June 17, 1948at the 
Rockcliffe Speedway (Mile Circle).

ÅThe property then passed to Edward 
Duford

ÅSold to the National Capital 
Commission in 1963 and the farm was 
abandoned.



Metcalfe Road Research 
Station (Albion and 
Queensdale) 

ÅNational Research Council purchased land from James 
Bower Boyd in 1941  for vital early radar research for the 
war effort

ÅFeatured a wooden red radar tower, the biggest 
Blossom Park landmark, as well as several smaller 
buildings and later a radar dish.

ÅA small subdivision of prefabricated homes known as 
Snow Village offered houses to NRC workers during the 
war.  McNaughton Road named after Andrew 
McNaughton, President of the NRC from 1935 to 1944 
was the single street.  It was renamed Aladdin Lane in 
1957. The homes were demolished in 1976 and replaced  
by the Aladdin Villas in 1977.



Metcalfe Road Research Station 
1949 Photo  

ÅThe radar tower was an attraction to young boys 
of the neighbourhood who wanted to climb it.

ÅThe red radar tower was removed sometime in 
the 1960s

ÅThe last building on Albion Road was gutted by 
fire on October 12, 1990and demolished.

Å It was a storage site for radioactive material 
originally from the opposite side of Albion Road 
for a number ofyears

ÅNow the site of QueensdaleVillage subdivision

ÅPhoto shows Albion Road in the foreground  and 
facing south-east.  Wooded Blossom Park is on 
the left. Lester Road is still not present. The Celery 
Hearts farm can be seen in the upper left.



{ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
Greenhouses 
2875 Bank 
Street

Å The McCann family purchased the property from John 
Goth in 1945 and built a commercial  hen house, which 
was later converted into a stable. 

Å Annie Sutherland purchased the building in 1956 and 
built a commercial greenhouse operation.

Å YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ ΨYŀȅΩ aŎ/ŀƴƴ  ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
the back of the property adjacent to the back of the 
Blossom Park Public School property.

Å A $50,000 Fire October 28, 1958destroyed the 
ΨǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
greenhouses, leaving Annie and son Earl homeless.  
The cedar block and mortar building glowed like a 
honeycomb when it was on fire. They rebuilt and later 
expanded to include a nursery operation.

Å Sold to Roger Laporte on July 26, 1974, who opened a 
Nursery, and sold tropical plants from the 
greenhouses.

Å !Ƴōƛǘƛƻǳǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ΨaƻǘƘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΩ 
starting in 1980  did not pan out and the operation 
was up for sale in 1981.

Å Roger Laporte filed for bankruptcy on June 16, 1983.  

Å Became the Victoria Heights subdivision



Aladdin Drive-In

ÅOpened on July 13, 1951

ÅBuilt by George Bryson.

ÅSold to the National Capital Commission in 1966, butleased back.

ÅClosed at the end of the 1993 season

ÅLocated on the west side of Albion Road just north of Lester Road

ÅThe entrance and exit roadways are still visible although quickly fading. 



5Ω!ƻǳǎǘLumber, 
2784 Bank 
Street

ÅWilliam 5Ω!ƻǳǎǘpurchased property from Guy Wood beginning in 1951 
when he opened his lumber business

ÅBecause of pronunciation difficulties, the business was widely known as 
Ψ5ƻŜ [ǳƳōŜǊΩ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ !ƴƎƭƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ

ÅNote:  Air Raid Siren

ÅAt least one major fire,  on February 3, 1968


