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112 Years of
Blossom Park
History

Glenn Clark
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Contribute to
Blossom Park
History

A Share a story, share a picture
A Contact us aenglish@agloucesterhistory.com
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2021 Map
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Sub /|
Neighbourhoods® =

A 1 ¢ Upper Hunt Club

A 2 ¢ Athans Park

A 3¢ Bernard Court

A 4 ¢ Victoria Heights

A 5c¢ Quail Ridge

A 6 ¢ Deerfield Village

A 7 ¢ Queensdale Village

A 8¢ Gates of Albion

A 9 ¢ Rebner Subdivision/Albion Heights




Subneighbourhoo ‘

A 10¢ Colgate Subdivision
A 11 ¢ Emerald Woods

A 12 ¢ Timbermill

A 13 ¢ Wedgewood Court

A 14 ¢ Hunt Club Ridge/Pimlico Place/Surr
Place 4

A15¢l dzy G SNQR& t 2Aylk.
A 16 ¢ Blossom Park Garden Homes
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A 18 ¢ Sawmill Creek Housing ©p

A 19¢ CoopérativeR Q| | 0 Aafdntairde 2
Inc.



Subneighbourhoods
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20 ¢ Woodglen Chase

12 ; : d

21 ¢ Wyngate

22 ¢ Sawmill Creek Estates

23 ¢ Birch Meadows

24 ¢ The Atriums

25 ¢ Grandview Heights

26 ¢ Athans Court

27 ¢ Aladdin Village/Aladdin Villas

28 ¢ Blossom Court

29 ¢ The Clusters

30 ¢ Gothwood Place

31 ¢ MclLean Cap



Bytown &
Prescott Railway

A Western boundary of Blossom Park
haddl el Qa FANRG NIAfgles gKAOK

p S 8

Ran from Prescott to Lower Town, Bytown via New
Edinburgh

Renamed Ottawa & Prescott Railway in 1855
Went bankrupt in 1866

Taken over by Canadian Pacific Railway in 1884

o Do Do o

Blossom Park is mid way between former Ellwood Station
(south of Walkley Road) and Gloucester Station (High Road)

T

CPR abandoned the line at Leitrim Road and points south in
1998

A Trillium Line extension under construction in 2023



1863 Walling
Map

A Blossom Park area in blue

A Concession 4, Lots 6 to 10
Rideau Front

A East Half, Concession 3, Lots 6 to
10 Rideau Front




1879 Belden Map Blossom Park Area

Concession 3 Rideau FrontConcession 4 Rideau 2 jaon F 5 NS0 #1000 Dage |yt o5 it
‘3 ' v ‘cs 3 ) rr'”"f'( 'Y

Front R 5 - .
Kinmond, Nathaniel James Moxley o B B R L/ \}"w 4 Joas Moxley
Henderson bt SO N |
enderso Lot 7¢ James and Robert AT N S L, e W
Lot 7¢ John Tomkins Eccles, James Spratt  » 75 fom & v e s W Y »"
- Lot 8¢ Leonard Wood — -1
’ : | + .'
Lot 8¢ Michael Brady John Halfpenny . '/,,,_” o | L Waod -\ L o7 i
(Halpenny Estate = ) | \, s\l [Hallpenny Keel
! ,f : 1o .‘"
ly I § ] ' '\"‘ y ¥ l" Ll 2 ’ 17
SUdeVISIOﬂ)BIme, R [~ . - ““;} " rt'qu; vl Heer koo ] ' i
Edward Burke / e / - .
s SCevinoldsy M i o . 2
Lot 10¢ Thomas Reynolds | 10c Mr. Renaud F o ——r / lr'r r//; ‘, o

= = - ¢ —— , »
j - AN - —- -



A M atatr e

5 PR Vg an

) 4
4

..' '.
.l":' ]!
R ITL s
- » . 1 "‘
oy . P A
‘!. n{' ) \ : x".'n .
8 U Y 0 (e s
| :’ -
. . .
-'?:‘ —— _— o~
.:.._ . "0.."'..l'.
oy LA A .
"l B - ’
e, e 1 Pt st
- v ) ‘..:‘. ) - -.'-:'s‘: \..:“' -
= ";’ a-;-?;"- & 3 2 "4': - -
-
- O
- — - — _‘2
-— g lc"“' -
y -
JREAT: \“ - < S l"( s#‘v d“W\u\‘ -~ $.‘__)“h\ N,
) L v 1 : . v =
ey t ‘h ‘ s A' -""f""-‘ A (SRR E P b RAE R
.“"'. . : N
tbsz'. R R TS R L . o~
(‘;Y E;"‘ AP - "’..'oo| _'-M -
NS LR _‘.'.‘.'_.'< i y

u.‘puu, lq. - MAAL AT,
. \..\.gsjvﬂh'\x\g‘! SO ALY NV

N e v b SO S u.iu?miﬂl_\ =

< Rhrs

.

James Sieveright
(18121890)

A Emigrated from Aberdeenshire, Scotland in
1834 with his parents and all his siblings
except his eldest brother.

ADft2dz0SadiSNRa FTANRG wSS@S
clerk prior to that.

A He was a captain in the militia and a justice of
the peace.

Al A4 NBAARSYOS:sS Waz2dzyill Ay
just west of the street that honours his
memory,SieverightRoad. The name is
derived from views of the Eardley Escarpment
from this location.

A He left no heirs and as a result, his property
was subdivided into 5 acre park lots, with the
name lberville Townsite on March 1, 1893,
Plan 141



Pyl {UNBSU

A Previous names include Bytown & Prescott Carriage Road, Prescott
Road, Ottawa & Gloucester Road, Metcalfe Road, Metcalfe Highway,
YAYIQa | ATJKgle omZ wSIAZYyIlt w2l

A Originally was not the main road southward from Billings Bridge. This - ’_

was the formemBowesvilleRoad (now partly Riverside Drive)

. : THE KINGS HIGHWAY
A There was swampland south of Billings Bridge, and both north and 4 |
south of Blossom Park
A Current route established on August 16, 1844 Bw 19, Dalhousie - :4'
District Council. .
A Road macadamized by Ottawa and Gloucester Road Company TENTY Yr :
between 1874 and 1876. |

A Toll Road from 1876 until 1920. Toll Gates at Billings Bridge, Conroy ONTARIO
Road and Greely. Paved in 1923. '

AYAy3aQa |1 A3Kgl & om FNRBY wmpoc dzyi
A Old Corduroy Road unearthed during 1950s and 1960s improvements

A Bank Street was widened to 4 lanes in 1957 and curves were banked
at that time. Heavy equipment sank into muck at the Celery Farm.
School children highway crossing immediately became a concern.

A Street lighting, sidewalks and left turn lanes were added in 1992.

A Was not named Bank Street until after 2001 amalgamation



Bank Street during
Different Eras

A 1992 Reconstruction looking north near St.
Bernard Street (right)

A 1957 just prior to Highway widening, looking
north from nearRosebelldvenue (left)

A 1957 Photog Rear- Beverley Clark pushing
carrlage carryln% bab§/ Tracey Clark, Mjchael
> f | 2 NJ / NIS A El uzy

Frontc R al e I N
godmogh 1> Y

er), Julie Clark




Other Major Roads

(Street signs in old Gloucester colours)
A Conroy Road

A Named for the family of John Conroy who owned land south of Hunt Club Road

A This was the 8 Concession, Rideau Front
A Albion Road

A Named in 1951 when the airport was being expanded

A The road was improved to make it passable through the wetlands south of Lester
Road to replac®&owesvilleRoad which was being cut by the airport expansion

A Previous names included Research Road, Long Swamp Rd@ondession
(Rideau Front)

A Was a subject to a major controversy between 2004 and 2007 when the Lester
Road intersection was closed to through traffic. This pitted neighbours,
communities and even city councillors against each other. See the end of this
presentation for just a few of the many news stories on this issue including a lette
to the editor from my own sistein-law.
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Other Major Roads

A Davidson Side Road
A Named for former landowner Andrew Edgar Davidson.
A Lester Road

A Named for the family of Edgar & Viola Lester who owned
land immediately south of Lester Road

A The road did not exist until after World War 1l when it was
built in order to facilitate the subdivision of the Lester
farm.

A Airport extension opened on November 8, 1993
A Hunt Club Road
A Was a dead end street east of Albion Road until 1986.

A There was an impassible right of way that was likely used
by buggies in the old days that had fallen into disuse.

A Named for the Hunt Club and Golf Course.
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with the oldest tombstone, Charles Kinmond
dating to 18509.

A Served mainly the Anglican and Presbyterian
communities

A Deeded to the Anglican Church in 1881 by
Leonard Wood.

A Some burials were moved here from St. James
Anglican Church Leitrim around World War |

A The cemetery was full in the 1920s. In 1946,
the John Goth farm east of Bank Street was
considered for a cemetery expansion named
ElmdaleCemetery. An option was then taken
out in early 1948 for the east half of the
Blossom Park subdivision but the option
lapsed.

A Severely damaged in 2022 Derecho storm
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St. Bernard
Catholic Cemetery

A Located on Albion Road &tQ! 2AdeaLe

A The cemetery originally served St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Church, Billings Bridge

A The cemetery was purchased on July 14,
1897 from James Spratt and wife.

A The cemetery was in a state of neglect in
1957.

A Since the founding of St. Bernard Roman
Catholic Church on St. Bernard Street, this
church is now responsible for this
cemetery.




Jewish Memorial
Gardens

WSgAaK aSY2NARLFf DI NRSya KIFa aSN©
since 1907

¢CKS FTrYAfASAE 2F Ylye 2F hiddl gl Q
community leaders can be found here.

For example, A.Frieman founder ofC NJA SVY)Adapwifmént Store,
[ FaLld N /I LXFy> F2dzy RSN 2F /| LX |
of Pure Spring soft drink fame.

Portions of the cemetery were acquired from John Howard Spratt
on June 131907by the Hebrew Brethren of Ottawa and on June 7,
1913by the Murray Street Synagogue.

Further property was acquired from Myer Stein and David N A = A e - : o s S S . ai s -
Henderson in 1942 and 1943, likely at the north end of the ; — e Al s g R 2 : v .
cemetery, which was last section of the cemetery opened for - QA AS ) 3 : - .
burials. R : Fon ke, Byt <
| ) ‘e .-‘ . - - ’\ .' . - P A . B 4
Major improvements were made in 202016 including new s g el R B A PN b S e P e v
security fences, tree removal, a new parking lot (parking used to PN L Ty 2 )‘\.:',v’.. AR e L P L it e
along the highway) and areas for reflection. ) (,‘;y_?f‘f%‘;-.‘.',‘,‘f 0 I IR el COCTIE __" W ‘;,A"r,' YRS 1"‘,5*‘5;-'. ’.Af‘l' ALOR
. ) ] v . . “/..:- - .‘b.' - Al . . .. & .x'q."‘ e ' 9 Sty R A
Holocaust Memorial pictured at right o TR e “.-;":r;'j«"'*;" o W P ;'°.3)-' A .’b' o ".;'- ,.,.,h‘;,‘,“'f'n AN
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Henderson House,
3560 Albion Road

A Nathaniel Henderson acquired property

at Bank Street and Albion Road in 1898.

He rented the property for many years
before this from the Kinmond family.

A Picture of the older Henderson house is
from 1944

A The house is still present

A The newer Henderson house dates to
194647 is also on the west side of
Albion Road.
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Leonard Wood/John
Goth House

A Pioneer brick house dated to before
1861

A Was an Inn during the horse and buggy
era

A Barn destroyed by fire on June 30, 1958

A The house was gutted by fire caused by
arsonists around 1970 and then
demolished

A Now the site of Quail Ridge

A Upper Photog Art Clark, Lower Photo
Warren Clark
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Boyd House and
Family, 3960 Albion
Road

A Samuel Boyd purchased the property in 1883
and had previously been owned by Thomas
McKay of New Edinburgh.

A The original house (upper left) was destroyed
by fire.

A Last parts of farm were sold by the Boyd
family to the National Capital Commission in
19581959 and became the Greenbelt Riding
School.

A Samuel Boyd family (BaglPotter, Kate,
Maud, Bower; Frong Ethyl, Edna, Russell,
Ella)



Iﬁm mtru A LOT ‘3

First July 28, 1911 Ad

&Phone 1437,

7 BLOSSOM PARK

Onlv a few more lots for sale, $60, $70, $80, $90, $100.

$10 Cash and $5.00 per month without interest and no
taxes for 2 years.

LAPIERRE & LAPIERRE

w

Payments Easy.

REAL ESTATE ACENTS.
52 RIDEAU 87, OTTAWAJ

1912 Ad

Blossom Park
S u bd IVI S I O n HormidsRacine

Anne Cullen (widow of Thomas Cullen 1-8889) sold the property tRudolpheChevrierin 1910.
Helen Cullen (mother of Thomas) and her father, William Kavanagh were the original owners

property.
Rudolphefounded the Bytown & Suburb Land Company Ltd., which subdivided Blossom Park
Subdivision Plan 326 was registered on November 6, 1911.

Named for a 19 century apple orchard, a few old apple trees were still on site in the 1960s (K
property).

Blossom Park had little to offer in 1911. Remote rural location. Narrow gravel road to the city
not improved until 1923. Hydro was not extended to the area until 1929. Telephone service
arrived in 1907.

Unsold portions of subdivision were sold for auction in 1921, which the Township of Gloucester

purchased. Further lots lost for tax arrears were also purchased by the township in 1923

of the

FC

was
had

Only one tar paper house was built in the early days, on Kingsdale just east of Bank Street and was

owned byHormidas& Cordelia Racine, whose son was soemer of Racine, Robert and Gauthie
Funeral Directors. The house was sold to John (Jack)emmeParker in 1956, who are buried in
222RQa / SYSUSNEO®
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Blossom Park
Roads

A Original subdivision street names were
RosebellaCentral, and Lawrence. The
cross streets were all numbered.

A Central was renamed Kingsdale in
1956 and Lawrence was renamed
Queensdalen 1957

A Crossstreets built include 4, 39, gh
and 8" streets. An allowance has
existed for 1@ Street for manyears
but the street was never built.

A Third Street was renamed Mavis on
November 15, 1976.
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Ottawa & Morrisburg
Electric Railway

A The first survey occurred in 1881
A Proposals had varied routes over the years
A It became a proposed electric railway in 1908

A A direct route between Ottawa and Morrisburg was
proposed in 1910. Parts of the rail line were to be
adjacent to Bank Street

A Ground breakingn August 211913at the Potvin
farm near the old Sieveright farm.

A Several kilometres of rail bed were built south to
Leitrim and beyond.

A The project fizzled out during World War |, and rail

was never laid. Rail bed was reclaimed by farmers.

The proposed route 3
of the Ottawa & Morrisburgh
Electric Railway N
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early sand pit. hoe-

A The current site of Upper Hunt Club was a sandpit known )
t20lftfte a {LINJuuQa {IFIYyR tAUOD

A The Greater Ottawa Stone & Concrete Limited acquired
the property in 19141915.

A The pit remained in operation until the 1960s when sand
was exhausted

A The entrance into the pit was locatedf of Sieveright
Road just east of Bank Street, where there was a little
office and a weigh scale used by trucks leaving the pit.

A Two similar views. The upper photo from April 1976 )
aK2zga {LIN>OGUQa tAUOD ¢KS t206SN
Club. Both show Strathmore Towers in the distance, with
only the first tower completed in 1976.
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George W. Barrett received the property in 19%2a result o& legal dispute within the Moxley family, the previous
owners.

e
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the one remaining house just south of the Conroy Dog Park on Conroy Road.

Once the pit was abandoned, a large spring fed pond developed in the base of the pit, which was eventually drained” away
to the north towards the future Hunt Club Road.

The hill on the west side of the pit has been used for tobogganing since the 1960s. There had been a parking lot ir ]
near the toboggan hill until it became a popular dog park.

In 1979, it was the proposed new site for the Central Canada Exhibition
It gradually became a popular déash dog park starting in the 1990s.
Devastated by May 22022storm, but now reopened

¢CKS GNIAfA FYR NRBFRA (GKNRBdAZAK (KS al yRLIA (A& -baggyNBilt at R &%
Gloucester High School during the early 1970s.
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May 21,2022Derecho
Arrival in Blossom Par

A Film clip courtesy of Kevin Glassford

A Shows the arrival of the storm

A Bridle Path Drive is the street in the clip
A



http://www.gloucesterhistory.com/Kevin%20Glassford.mp4
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Spratt/Conroy Pit Drain

to drain water northward towards present day Hunt
Club Road, which was then a wetland. Hunt Club wa<#
a dead end east of Albion Road until it was extended
to Conroy Road in 1986.

A Note that a ridge existed on the north side of the
Spratt pit that was eliminated when the Upper Hunt
Club subdivision was built starting in the summer of
1993.

A The drain pictured here was located approximately
where Sable Ridge Drive runs north towards Hunt
Club Road.
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I Sand Pits in the 1977

A The north side of the Spratt pit featured a ridge and a fabulous
hardwood forest with thousands of Trilliums in the springentreand
right photos) This was replaced by the Upper Hunt Club subdivision.

A The left photo shows the south slope of the toboggan slide, still
present. The toboggan slide was to the right of this picture.



Heafey’s Pit was located in the area now traversed by
Bridle Path.

The pit was started by Bertrad Dowler & Hewson
Kellam in 1956 when they purchased land from
Robert & Annie Colgate. Robert was a cousin of John
McMahon.

The property was sold to Heafey Construction Limited
at the end of 1957.

The Heafey house and barn was located on the hill
above Bridle Path, now Massicotte Lane.

This had been part of the McMahon Brothers Dairy
from 1891 to 1949.

The McMahon farm suffered a major fire on August
29, 1935, destroying the house, three barns and all
other buildings.

John Martin McMahon, last of the McMahon
brothers, died on October 4, 1948.

The photo on the left shows the McMahon house
post the 1935 fire, which later was owned by the
Heafey family.



Blossom Park in 1945

A Blossom Park had not been used for

agriculture since at least 1910 and had
returned to forest

A Only development is the Metcalfe Road
Research Station (bottom left)

A Some Neighbouring farmland was also
abandoned and rdorested. Most of
the local farmland was poor quality,
either infertile sand or poorly drained
swampland.




Celery Hearts

A Bank Street and Davidson Side Road
on the northeast side of the
Intersection. See Green area

A A Celery farm, black muck soil
surrounded with drainage ditches

A Land severed in 1927 by Carl (Charles) .
P. Stewart. Prev_lousli/ owned by the
Backes family since 1888

A Sold to SauTorontowin 19411942
who died under mysterious
circumstances (later confirmed as
suicide) on June 171948at the
Rockcliffe Speedway (Mile Circle).

A The property then passed to Edward
Duford

A Sold to the National Capital
Commission in 1963 and the farm was
abandoned.




Metcalfe Road Research
Station (Albion and
Queensdale)

A National Research Council purchased land from James

Bower Boyd in 1941 for vital early radar research for the
war effort

A Featured a wooden red radar tower, the biggest
Blossom Park landmark, as well as several smaller
buildings and later a radar dish.

A A small subdivision of prefabricated homes known as
Snow Village offered houses to NRC workers during the
war. McNaughton Road named after Andrew
McNaughton, President of the NRC from 1935 to 1944
was the single street. It was renamed Aladdin Lane in

1957. The homes were demolished in 1976 and replaced
by the Aladdin Villas in 1977.



Metcalfe Road Research Station
1949 Photo

A The radar tower was an attraction to young boys
of the neighbourhood who wanted to climb it.

A The red radar tower was removed sometime in
the 1960s

A The last building on Albion Road was gutted by
fire on October 121990and demolished.

A 1t was a storage site for radioactive material
originally from the opposite side of Albion Road
for a number ofyears

A Now the site oQueensdale/illage subdivision

A Photo shows Albion Road in the foreground and
facing southeast. Wooded Blossom Park is on
the left. Lester Road is still not present. The Celery
Hearts farm can be seen in the upper left.
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FIRE RAVAGES BLOSSOM PARK GREENHOUSES.

{ dzi KS NI |
Greenhouses
2875 Bank
Street

The McCann family purchased the property from John
Goth in 1945 and built a commercial hen house, which
was later converted into a stable.

Annie Sutherland purchased the building in 1956 and
built a commercial greenhouse operation.

YI Kt SSy wYl&Q alO/lyy Y|

the back of the property adjacent to the back of the
Blossom Park Public School property.

A $50,00Q Fire October 28958destroyed the

Wgl NBEK2dzAS FyR tAQGAYy 3 | dzf
greenhouses, leaving Annie and son Earl homeless.
The cedar block and mortar building glowed like a
honeycomb when it was on fire. They rebuilt and later
expanded to include a nursery operation.

Sold to Roger Laporte on July 26, 1974, who opened a
Nursery, and sold tropical plants from the
greenhouses.

' YOAGA2dza LX I ya (2 odAf R
starting in 1980 did not pan out and the operation

was up for sale in 1981.

Roger Laporte filed for bankruptcy on June 16, 1983.

Became the Victoria Heights subdivision




A Opened on July 13, 1951
A Built by George Bryson.

Aladd|n DriVén A Sold to the National Capital Commissiori@66, butleased back.
A Closed at the end of the 1993 season

A Located on the west side of Albion Road just north of Lester Road
A The entrance and exit roadways are still visible although quickly fading.



A William5 Q! 2pdeéhésed property from Guy Wood beginning in 1951
when he opened his lumber business

5 Q l adng Hr, A Because of pronunciation difficulties, the business was widely known as
2784 Bank w528 [dzZYoSNR | Y2y3ad GKS R2YAylydl
an . . .
A Note: Air Raid Siren

Street A At least one major fire, on February 3, 1968



